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CAPEX 1 87 

Toronto, Canada was the host for the international st amp 
e xhibition CAP EX 1 87, with more than 3000 frames of 
exhibits, a bourse of 125 dealers and 40 w orldwide postal 
admini strations . Rossica President G ordon Torrey spent a 
working holiday there at the Robson Lowe booth and brought 
bac k  this report. �--· 
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A lthough compa rable t o  last year' s A M E RIP EX in the number  of exhibit frames , the re 
were considerably less numbers of meetings, activities, and planned social event s during 
this show than at AME RIPEX which highlighted the success of that international show . 

As t o  be expected, exhibits were spectacular, but the judging was ve r y  t ough. Many  fine 
e xhibit s which previousl y w on G old medals at other international exhibitions were knocked 
down a level or two, indicating the competition was very strong in the judges ' opinions . 

Several Rossica member s  were am ong the c ontenders. M oshe Shmuely of Israel received a 
Large Vermeil plus a Special Award for "Around the Rus sian Borders, Oct ober 1 9 1 7-1922, 
War - Civil War Intervention" ; Per Andrus E rixon of Sweden won a Large Vermeil for "Russia 
1 812- 19 12" ;  D r. James Mazepa earned a G old for his "Poland Airpost to 1939 ." 

Other exhibit s of interest included "P osta ge St amps  of Soviet Russia and the USS R" by 
Bori s Evgrasov of the USSR who w on a Large Vermeil, "Imperial Russian Censorship Mar ks on 
Mail in the Peri od 19 1 4 - 1 9 1 7" by Miecz yslaw Lubins ki who received a Large Vermeil with 
Felicitations, and a Vermeil winning eff ort by  A rnold Engel titled "P ostal Hist ory  of 
Latvia 1 780 - 1 9 1 5 ." An  exhibit by Robert Smith titled "A Canadian in Siberia 1 9 1 8- 1921" 
won a Silver Bronze . A topical collection "Animals of USS R Reservation s" was awarded a 
Silver Bronze to Vikt oria Perugina of the USSR in the Youth Section . 

These winners are to be congratulated for their fine efforts . This li st was compiled from 
a quic k search of the l i st of winners and it is possible some may have been overlooked . 
If so, we will try to include them in our next bulletin . Nevertheles s, one can see that 
the se internati onal exhibiti ons have nice rep resentati on s  of material interesting t o  
Rossica members . This should encourage all collectors to vi sit such event s and, better 
yet . t o  try make an exhibit of their collections for others to view and enj oy. 

A New Rossica Publication 

David S kipt on' s t ran slati on of "The Rus sian P ost s in the XIXth Centur y" by K .  V .  
Bazilevitch i s  going t o  pre s s . O riginall y publi shed in 1 92 7 ,  t hi s  i s  a detailed 
descripti on of the formation and operation of the Russian post by an authoritative Soviet 
historian who made use of original archive materials . The book traces the development and 
structure of the post from its beginnings, finely detailed down to the postmen' s uniform s 
and types of postal conveyances. The book will be hardbound, p rinted on qualit y pape r, 
.=>rofusel y illust rated. Watch for price and ordering information in Rossica Journal or 
further announcements .  
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1 986 and 1987 Award Winners 

The fol low in g R oss i ca members were success ful in late 1 986 and early  1 987 phi lateli c  
exhibitions as ind i cated in the press. Apologies t o  those we m issed but con gra tu lat ions 
to all who exhibit . 

John M. Hot chner "S tam p Separation: F rom 1840 to M odern Times" 
G old Omaha S tamp Show, Omaha Nebraska 
G old MIDAPHIL 186, Kansas C i ty, M issouri 
Rese rve G rand , Bes t Resea r ch A wa rd,  V i r g in ia  Ph i la te l i c  
Federation Award S PRINGPEX 1 87, Springfield, V ir ginia 
Gold ROM PEX 1 87, Denver, Colorado 
Reserve G rand & G old NAPEX 1 87 Washington, D.C . 

G .  Adolph A ckerman "Soviet A irmail - The Early Years 11 

w .  Thomas Waters 

Bohdan Pauk 

M. R. Renfro 

Russell Ott 

Joseph Taylor 

George Shaw 

D r. James Mazepa 

David Skipton 

Grand Award A IRPEX 1 86, Dayton, Ohio 
"Soviet A ir Mail  1 922- 1 930" 

Gold non-competitive Worthington S tam p C lub Show, Worth ingt on, 
Ohio 

"Soviet A irship Construction Issue 1931" 
Mer i t  Worthington S tam p Club Show, Worthington, Ohio 

"S ov iet International A ir Mail  Serv i ce - The F irst Season 1922" 
S pecial Columbus Philatelic  Club Award, COLOPEX '87, C olumbus, OH 

"Stamp Foolery in the Russ ian C ivil  War" 
S ilver LEB PEX 1 86, Lebanon, Pennsylvania 

Third Annual Jul ian G. Maks ym chuk Award of the Ukraine Phi late l i c  and 
Numismat ic  Society for his work for Ukrainian Phi lately at AMERI PEX 

UKRA INPEX 1 86, Kerhonkson, New York 

"Markings of the Russ ian Post  Abroad" 
Vermeil  F ilatel i c  F ies ta, San Jose, California 

"Russ ian North Pole Dr ifting  Stations" 
Vermeil  SA ND I CA L  '87, San D iego, Cal ifornia 

"A llied Intervention In Russ ia 19 1 8-192 0" 
Large S i lver and Postal H istory Award, SONE X  '87, New Haven, CT 
Vermei l NA PEX 1 87, Washin gton D.C . 

"Czechoslovak Government in Ex ile. The UK Period 1940- 1945" 
S ilver SPRINGPEX 1 87, Springfield, V irginia 

"Poland : A irpost to 1939" 
G old & Ameri can A ir Mai l  Society G old 

WESTPEX '87 ,  San F rancisco, California 

" Russ ian Postal Development fran 1870's to 19 1 7" 
G old & Postal H istory Society Award NAPEX 1 87, Washington, D . C. 

F irst T ime Winners and O ther Exh ibits 

F rom the l is t  of award w inners above we f ind two new Ross i ca exh ib i tors M .  R. (M ike) 
Renf ro and Joe Ta yl or. Both were ver y  success ful in their firs t  attem pts. They have 
l istened carefully to the jud ges' cr i tiques and hope to improve their exhibits accordingly 
for subsequen t shows. M ike Ren fro is  curren t l y  w orkin g on h is se cond exh ibi t about 
Eston ian forerunners . Both agree the f irs t pa ge was the hardes t .  
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D r .  Jam es M az epa i s  rightfull y proud of his children Rana and Stephen who w on a Silver 
Award at  CHICAGOPEX  ' 87 f or thei r  fi rst  tim e j uni or exhibi t - of U . S .  "Tral}.sportation 
C oils . "  N ow w e  know why Jim carefully frai:iked som e  of his mail wi th these U . S .  i ssues and 
as ked for the covers to be returned to him . 

_n the listings of winners in the philateli c press, there are numerous titles of Russia or 
Russian-related exhibi ts by non-Rossica m embers . We note the numerous U krain e exhibi ts, 
includ ing t he exhibi ti on d evoted enti r el y  to this them e .  Other titl es include  "Polish 
Forces in Russia" by C .  Kulpinski, "Bolshevi ks, Bombs and Borders: The P olish-Sovi et  War" 
by T .  J .  G obby, "Pol and From 1 720  to 192 3" by D r .  M .  Kamienski, the num erous other P olish 
exhibits at POLAP EX, "Hockey : Canada vs . USSR" by N .  Hardy and a G old Award for "Tannou 
Touva" by B .  A rch . 

We see that many peopl e are successfulll y exhibiting things that Rossi ca m embers coll ect . 
I t  i s  all the m or e  r ea s on tha t  m or e  Rossi ca m em bers should exhibi t, not  only to win 
awards, but t o  share  wi th other coll ectors thei r phila t elic  material, kn owl edge and 
resea r ch . Fin e exhibi t s  s erv e as an inspiration to organize and display one ' s  material 
according to  som e  them e .  

Rossi ca M embers in the N ews  

Russell O tt served as  a judge at  Fila t el i c  Fi es ta and a t  OKP E X ' 87 .  John Hot chn er was 
j udge and j ur y  chai rman at WE STPEX  ' 87 and j ournali sm judge at M IDAP HIL '86. D r .  James 
Mazepa was an apprenti ce judge at M IDAP HIL . D r .  G ordon Torrey served as j udge a t  ROMP E X  
' 87, NOJEX  87 and exhibition chairman at NAP EX '87 .  

How did these peopl e becom e  j udges? It was by stud ying their philatelic interes ts  t o  the 
point that they becam e experts, by exhibi ting their coll ections and winning top awards, by 
attending Am eri can Philatelic Society seminars on exhibi ting and j udging, by s erving as  
ap pr en ti ce  judges at local and r egional shows fulfilling AP S requirem ents, and finally by 
aving a willingness to share their time, experi ence and philatelic knowl edge wi th others . 

J o e  Ta yl or  o f  N ew Hav en, CT  i s  a ctiv e  wi th the Ben Fran klin groups in hi s area, 
encouraging youngsters to coll ect s tamps (and postal history, Joe ' s  favori te ) and to l earn 
to exhibi t their efforts . 

M r .  Walter Frauenlob of Bern, Swi tzerland who has Rossi ca m embership n o .  40 m en ti on ed in 
correspond en ce  that  he and hi s wi fe have cel ebrated their 49th w edding anniversary this 
year . Our best wi shes to the happy coupl e and may they enj oy as many more . 

Ameri cans on Soviet Issues 

In the previous i ssue of the Bulletin, w e  noted a 1985 Sovi et comm emorative s tam p for the 
A m eri can s ch o ol gi rl Saman t ha Smi th and as ked how many other Am eri can s hav e been 
comm emorated on Sovi et i ssues . Here ' s  one list . Are there any others? 

1 956 Statesman Benjamin Fran klin on the 2 50th anniversary of his birth . This  stamp was 
part of a set honoring international representatives of world culture . 

1 960 Author Mark Twain (Samuel L .  Cl em ens) on the 125th anniversary of his birth . 

1962 Wri ter o .  Henry (William Sidn ey P orter ) on the 1 00th anniversary of his bir th . 

1971 Par t y  and labor l ead er  William z .  Fos ter on the 90th anniversary of his birth . 
For many years he was the C ommuni st Party l eader in the USA and a four time  candida t e  for 
oresident in the 1 92 0 ' s  and 1 930 ' s .  

1 975 A stronauts Tom Sheppa rd, Van ce D .  Brand, " D eke"  Sla yt on, pa rti cipant s  in the 
Apollo/Soyuz Test P roj ect, a lin kup in spa ce of Ameri can and Soviet spa cecraft. 
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1 979 Physicist Albert Einstein on the 1 00th anniversary of his birth . Though born in 
Germ any , he did his Nobel prize winning work in Swi tzerland, returned to Germany and then 
to the US A in 1 933 and became an American ci tizen . 

The Name' s a G ame 

We are all aware of the numerous changes of names of cities in Russia and the USSR, but 
chan ge s of names  of areas by cata log com pi lers can be just as confusing .  Depending on 
which catalog you use, the same place may have a different name . As an exam ple , a recen t 
US auction catalog under the Russia section listed a lot as "stamps of the Berg Republic ." 
Those who are familiar wi th the M iche l stam p ca talog know there i s  a "Be rg-Republi k" 
li sted for a short lived Sovie t state in the Caucasus mountains immediately north of 
Georgia . The word "berg" in German means mountain . 

If you use a Scott  ca ta log, there i s  no mention of this place at all . In the Gibbon ' s  
catalog i t  i s  called "Da gestan (The Mountain Repub lic) ." But apparently  i t  i s  not the 
exact same area as presen t day Dage s tan Autonomous Re public if we be lieve the F .  G .  
Chuchin catalog of The Caucasus published in 192 6 in the USSR . 

C hu c h i n  ca l l ed  thi s a rea, i n  t ran s li te ra ted R u s sian, " Go r s ka ya Au tonom naya 
Sotsia li s tiche s kaya Sove ts kaya Res publi ka" . Tran slated, thi s mean s "The M oun tain 
Autonomous Socia li s t  Sovie t Re public ." He said it was established January 24, 1 92 1  and 
consi s ted of peoples of the In gush and Checheno re gion, the eas tern portion of the 
Cauca sus near the Cas pian Sea , the peoples of the Kabardino and Balkar region, more or 
less in the center of the mountain region, and peoples of the Karachaiev region , the more 
western portion nearer  the Blac k Sea . Ori ginally thi s Moun tain Autonomous Republic 
consi s ted of 40, 000  s quare ki lometers  wi th a po pulation of 800, 0 00 . The princi pa l  
occupa tion was agriculture and cattle rai sing .  Vladi kavkaz (presently Ordzhoni kidze) was 
the republic' s center . 

Later, the Kaba rdino and Balkar regions split off to form their own autonomous region as 
did the Karachaiev and Checheno re gions .  Today we find them a l l  pa r t  of the Rus sian 
Sovie t Federa tion of Socia li s t  Republic (RSFSR) . F rom wes t  to eas t  their n ames are 
Karachaiev-Che r ka s s k  Oblas t (re gion), Kabardino�Ba l kar  Autonomous Sovie t Socia list  
Republic ( ASSR) , North O setian ASSR (where Ordzhoni kidze i s  located), and Checheno�Ingush 
ASSR . Dagestan ASSR is situated running north to south along the Caspian Sea . 

Consu l t  your favori te detailed atlases for locations and current spellings which seem to 
vary from source to source . 

The s tam ps of thi s re public w hich s tarted thi s search consi s t  of 5 hand overprinted 
Imperial coat of arm s  issues of 190 9-1 7, a 2, 5 and 1 0  ko pe k perfora ted and a 2 and 5 
kope k im perforated . The overprint is a crude solid five pointed star wi thin a circle wi th 
the le tters 11 r. c . c . P 11 around the s tar . The in k i s  greyi sh-blac k .  The im pe rf s  are 
considerably rarer than the perforates , according to all catalogs which list  them . Michel 
catalog says covers are very rare . There is no mention of fakes in any catalog . 

Thi s game of names  was inspired by a query from Rossica member Don Wes t  of S tockton , C A .  
We thought i t  mi ght be interesting for others a s  well . 

Information Wanted 

Information and postal history of any Russian or Soviet gold mine area, com pany or j oin t 
enterpri se wi th forei gn com panies and especially covers are wanted by a topica l exhibi tor . 
This i s  a rather unusual subject but somewhere there must be some covers or informa tion . 
Please send any information to this Bulletin . (See address at very end .) 
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Information Receive d 

In t he las t issue of the Bulle tin , we as ked if anyone had any information about actual 
construction of dirigibles by the Soviet Union as i n dica te d  on some �f thei r pos tal 
issues . The res ponse from rea ders was quite interes ting as we show below . 

A .  Ackerman sent a xerox of a chapter from the book "The Achievement of the Airshi p" by G. 
Hartcu p , 1974 wi th references describing the Soviet "V" series of ?irshi ps . D r .  Ackerman 
also include d  a Soviet booklet "Release The Ship Into The Air" by V. Borozdin which was an 
account of the tragic flight of the airship USSR-V6 which crashed near M urmans k on i ts way 
to ai d the four man team led by Papanin adrift on a breaking ice floe in the Arcti c .  

Richard Dallair found reference to Soviet use of dirigibles "Pobe da" and USSR-V1 2 in Worl d 
War I I  in the Soviet Military Encyclope dic Dictionary .  M r .  Dallair also as ked the source 
of the s ta tement use d  in the last  Bulletin that airshi p USSR-V1 is pictured on 20 kopek 
stamp Scott #681 since i t  is not evident on the stamp . This descri ption is given in the 
Catalog of Pos tage Stamps of the USSR 1918-1980 . 

From Cheryl Gan z ,  e di tor of "The Zeppelin Collector , who wrote at  the sugges tion of D r .  
James Mazepa , we learn that the "1977 Jane's Poc ket Book of Airships" edi ted by Ventry and 
Kolesni k lis ts over 30 Soviet owned airships , many of which were buil t in the USSR . She 
a dde d  that the bulle tin of the Lighter-Than Air-Society ,  called  "The Buoyant Flight" , is 
running a series ti tled "M y Five Years With Soviet Airships 1931-1936" by General Umberto 
Nobile , the Italian desi gner of semi-rigi d airships . 

This res ponse clearly  shows that Rossica members constitute a vas t pool of information on 
many subjects . Many thanks to all who res ponde d .  

Local Rossica Chapters 

There's an axiom tha t sa ys whenever two people share the same in teres t , the y form a 
societ y .  With three people , the y hol d meetings , collect dues an d publish a journal . 
Al though Rossica Societ y  meets this defini tion , not all can attend the national meetings . 
But you can still atten d a local meeting or even form a new chapter . 

Local cha p ter  mee tings are hel d in the Washington , D . C .  area. C hec k wi th Rossica 
presi dent Gordon Torrey for time and place of these meetings . 

In  t he C hi cago a rea , mee tings a re planne d to be hel d a t  the major mi dwes t s tam p 
exhibitions , CHICAGOPEX , M IL COPEX an d I N D YPEX .  For more information chec k wi th thei r 
coordinator D r .  James Mazepa . 

In the San F rancisco area , meetings are also held at major s tamp exhibi tions , F ilatelic 
F ies ta , WE STPEX ,  an d the Eas t Bay Collectors Club Show. Contact M rs .  Michael Ann "Mi ke" 
Gutter , the newl y  elected chairperson of the Northern California Chapter . 

The re a re reasonable n umbers of members in the Southern California area , Sea ttle , 
Washington an d New York Ci ty . Check your membership list that you received with the las t 
issue of the journal for members close by and get in touch . The opportuni ty to meet and 
talk over mutual philatelic interests leads to fine philatelic friendships . 

Soviet Defini tive Challenge 

Jus t as the so-calle d Small Heads defini tives of the USSR i n  the 19 20 's provi de d  
philatelis ts a challenge wi th numerous combinations of paper , printing and perforations , 
the current Soviet defini tives of 1976 �86 appear headed the same way .  Although consisting 
>f 20 values f rom 1 Kop . to 5 Rub . , at leas t 87 individual stamps have been i dentified .  
(Reference : A .  Andreev , Filatel i ya SSSR No . 1 ,  1987 , page 34) . There are 2 types of 
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printing - offset and engraved ; there are 2 basic paper types - ordinary offset paper and 
chal k surfaced ; both papers are found with or without a diamond pat tern networ k, when 
viewed with transmitted light ; the gum can be dull or shiny, rippled or smooth . Various 
combinations of all these parameters yield the 87 types but do not include any inevitabl � 
printing varieties, perforation freaks or any fluorescence anarnolies . 

The n umbers issued of the 192 0 's definitives were massive . 
interesting Soviet rarities were found among them. Perhaps 
current definitives which also are issued in massive quantities. 
try and find all these types postall y used . Now who said modern 
be fun ?  

Yet some o f  the more 
this may be true of the 
An added challenge is to 
Soviet material couldn't 

Income 

D ues 
Sales of journals 
Ads 
Sales of Prigara' s 

Treasurer's Report as of December 31, 1 986 

7055. 00 
1499 . 39 

6. 00 
22 6 . 44 

Expenses 

Library Funds 
Printing and stationery 
Postage 

Refunds on purchases 5.20 

Journal (printing, typing 
and postage) 

Bulletin (printing and 

Postage 5.00 
Contribution 5.00  

$ 8020.03  

postage) 
Ameripex 
Film for camera system 
C omputer (s ystem, supplies 

service) 
Copy machine 
Miscellaneous 

Ban k account balance as of December 31, 1986 

185.09 
926 .0 6  
705 .74 

3282. 88 

1 59 . 60 
41 1 . 37 
1 79 . 36 

6 6 34 .28 
1 520 .00 

15.00 
$ 1 2893 . 32 

F und for printing books 12,000 .00 (to be replaced from book sales) 
Amorti zation fund for equipment 3,500 . 00 (to be set aside each year) 
General fund 3, 730.25 
TOTA L $ 1 9 ,2 30.25 

An Invitation 

The health of any societ y is  j udged not onl y by its solvency, journal and numbers of 
members, but also by the active participation of its members in its operations. Man y  
societies ma ke a special effort to change its officers and editors frequentl y to assure 
new ideas, viewpoints and perspectives . 

With this  in mind, let me ma ke the following invitation. This issue of the Bulletin is 
the fifth that I have put together in an effort to provide members a forum between issues 
of the journal . If an yone would li ke to put out the next four or five issues of this 
Bulletin, I would gladly assist on the next issue, then leave yo u on yo ur own . If  yo u 
l i ke this kind of newsletter or feel some other approach should be tried, have a flair 
with a typewriter or wordprocessor, enjoy receiving letters of inquiry from other members 
and ma king new philatelic friendships along the way, give serious consideration to this 
invitation . I f  you would li ke to take a stab at this bulletin, write to me at the address 
given below . 

In the meanti me, an y comments, inqueries or information for the Bulletin should be 
addressed to George v .  Shalimoff, 20 Westgate Drive, San Francisco, California 94 127. 
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